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Rhetorical Analysis: More than Meets the Laughter
Who doesn’t like to laugh? Not just a chuckle but real laughter. Why do we laugh? What forces are at work when we watch a stand-up comedian perform? And how can we, as writers, harness that power of controlling an audience’s emotions to communicate our message and achieve our aims?
As we discussed in class, Jim Jefferies is employing a wide variety of rhetorical strategies that we’ve encountered in our textbook. He is aware of his audience in delivering punchlines. He employs logic and fact to undercut gun advocacy arguments that could be interpreted as inherently illogical to the point of being laughable for their absurdity. He uses kairos, often meshing it with some variety pathos. He modulates his voice, tone and identity to achieve the desired result of entertaining the audience, while simultaneously making a fairly compelling argument.
Re-watch Jefferies, take notes, and select a specific rhetorical element or two that he employs to provoke laughter. Think about what we’ve seen in our book and determine to what degree his rhetoric enables him to be a successful or unsuccessful comic.
For this paper, I would like you to write about the potential of comedy as under-considered mode of argument. Examine the ways in which it employs rhetorical strategies like a conventional argument as well as the ways in which it departs from a more academic argument structure.  Ultimately, you are building an argument, with the help of your textbook and at least 3 other sources to determine whether comedy is a valid route to raising awareness about controversial issues and potentially persuading social change. Perhaps your conclusion will suggest other controversial issues that can be addressed with comedy or even some issues that may be off limits and why.
 We will be workshopping papers in class on February 28. Non-workshoppers must e-mail me their Introduction and First Body Paragraph before 4 p.m. Sunday.
The first draft will be worth 25 points; the follow-up tutoring consultation will be worth 5, and the final copy of this paper, and all papers, will be assessed on the focus, content, organization, style and conventions (14 points for each category, totaling 70 points). 
***Set up an appointment to review your first draft with me before the due date. Remember, the meeting is worth 5 points of your overall grade for the paper—If you cannot make this appointment, you are required to write a reflection (see syllabus for description***
